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Navigational Tools
For Internet Dating

After roading our past fow columns on on-line dat-
ingg, you muxy have decided to give in to the friends wha have
been encouraging you to use the Internet asa resource for
finding suitable partners. Where do you start?

There are a nu of Jewish Internet dating sites,
but anly a handful eater to marnoage-minded, observant

inples. This colurnn will describe a few of them. We'll start
with Fromster (wuin frumatercom), which is probably the
largost of these ULS. -baged gites and has facilitated almost
300 matches in the past two yoans. Prumster underwent a
change in ownership about a year ago, ond now is o venue
for on-line-dating for over 14,000 members throughout the
waorld.

Frumster’s support stafl screens and evaluates each
profile and photograph before placing them on the site, and
requires all members to provide full name and contact in-
formation that is kept confidential and only used to verify
dotails. The Frumster team has developed a profile ques-
tionnaire that gives a firly detailed ovorview of each
member's background, Jewish edueation, level of obaer-
vanoe, hobbies and interests, and physical attributes, and
allows members to describe themselves and the type of
person they're looking for, Profiles are posted with a
member's display name, and members communicate
through mailboxes set up by the website, so that identities
remain private until a momber wants to disclose his per-
sonal details Visitors to the site can preview members” com-
plete profiles, but cannot contact anyone unless they join.

The Frumster team knows that most singles also bon-
efit from guidance, pointers and encouragement. Members
can access articles on dating effectively and can direct spe-
cific inquiries to the site’s own dating advisor, an experienced
therapist. In addition, Frumster provides two foruma for
members to engnge in virtunl conversations about differ-
ent tophes of interest, and enahles participants to contaet
peaple whose articles or comments appeal to them. This
gives interested parties an additional avenue to express
their personal opinion and develop an on-line com-
munication that may in fct lead to o date.

The site’s newest innovation, Frumster Connect, is for
singles who have already been e-mailing and would like to
mave forward, but don't feel comfortable about arranging
n face-to-face meeting on their ewn. Frumster Connect pir-
vides o focilitator who can schedulo a first telophone eall,
facilitate the exchange of personal contact information and
refisrences, hilp schedule i first meeting, and act as a point-
person before and after dates.

The staffl members of Frumster ane all observant Jews
whao try Lo operate their site within the framework of
halacha, They insist that all site users act with honesty
and respect and have established safeguands to discournge
abuses of this policy.

Al Frumater is an excellont choico for many of
the singles who read this calumn, it's certainly not the only
gnme in town. :

There's also DosiDate (o dosidate.org) for Ortho-
dox singles living in. Israel. This is an excellent chaice for
Hebrew-speakers, and is used by English speakers a3 well,
DosiDate was developed by the same team that launched
Frumater {the two are no longer affiliated ), and & similarly
wall-planned and oasy to use.

Urban Traditional {weow wrbartrediional. com) i an
Internet dating service that caters to morringe-minded
Jewish singles in the US. and Conada who are share a Lra-
dithonal Orthodax outlook, whether they are strictly mitzvah
observant, observant to a d or just starting to con-
nect to Jewish ohservance. The profile questionnaire has
members list some of their personality traits and asks them
to state if they would consider relocating for the right per-
gon. Unlike some other sites, UT does not allow non-mem-
bers to browse its profiles, so it is difficult to know beforo
Juining if there are many profiles to choose from in a pre-
ferred category and age range.

Bitachon (wune bitachon.com) is designed for all
segments of the Orthodo: community; the only requirement
is that singles are shomer Shabbat and shomer Taharah.
The site offers a discussion board and allows visitors bo post
their profiles and receive e-mail responses at no charge. To
initiate o contact, however, singles must join as membors.

Some of the smaller (in termas of numbers of membera)
international sites for observant singles are Orthodate
(eouvortiodate.com ), Frumdate (o friemaone com ) and
TooBeAv wity, ThoBeAwoom. These sites nre relatively new
and do not yet have a large pool of members, but the right
person for o reader may be in that small pool. In addition
to nsking members if they are willing to reloeate, Orthodate
alao allows matchmakers and other interested non-mem-
bers to open o shadohun ascount. This is the way third par-
ties can contact site members on behalf of o chient, fomily

mamber, or fricnd. TooBeAv requires subscribers to include
the name of their rabbi, In addition to its data base, the
site contains a discussion board with provisions for personal
voicr message and voice chat.

We havent profiled any of the dating sites aimed at
the genernl Jewish population, even though a number of
observant couples met through them. Readers should care-
fully examine & sile's policy before deciding if it is right for
them, since some of them are open Lo non~Jlews and others
have such & broad appeal that they are not just for mar-
riage-oriented ;

On Novemnber 7, Sherry and Rosie will be foining over
300 singles and matefimakers for the dth Annual Shiddueh
Confernce sponsored by the National Council of Young Is-
rael, Congregation Kehillat Yeshurun, and SawYouAtSina
in Manhattan, Contact wwiyoungisrael.org or 212-025-
1525 ext. 150 for details On November 13, theyTl be heod-
ing o program for singles af the Manhattan Beach Jawish
Center And on November 14, all married men and women
who want o hdp ﬁrjglli': are inuiled fo Sﬁen}'s and Rosie's
Dating Mentor’s Werkshop at 11:30 a.n. at Merkaz
HaSimcha, E. 18th Street and Avenue M, Flutiush, spon-
sowreet b Arel Ha Torak and Frumster L]
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